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KEY MESSAGES

By the end of October 2017, a short-term drought situ-
ation could evolve over Haiti, due to rainfall deficits in
May and June, and a long-term drought situation is
possible, by the end of November in central Bahamas.

There could possibly be elevated heat stress during
August to October, which would in tern affect plants,
and small livestock.

JULY IN REVIEW

Predominantly dry to normal conditions across the Eastern
Caribbean. However, conditions in Trinidad ranged from
slightly wet in the north to extremely dry in the south; and
Tobago from severely dry in the west to normal in the east.
The Guianas ranged from exceptionally dry to exceptionally
wet. Aruba was slightly wet while Curacao was normal.

Across the Greater Antilles, Puerto Rico experienced normal
conditions in the south to moderately wet in the north. His-
paniola ranged from moderately wet in the regions around
the Haiti-Dominican Republic border, to extremely dry in the
east and normal to slightly dry in the west. In Jamaica condi-
tions ranged from normal in the west to severely dry in the
east, while Cuba was predominantly normal. Conditions in
Belize ranged from slightly dry to slightly wet.

How wet or dry was it compared to June?

The month of July was drier than June particularly in the
Eastern Caribbean. Conditions across the larger territories
were more varied.
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Read more at

https://

rce.cimh.edu.b

JULY AGRI-NEWS

The Caribbean Development Bank (CBD) has approved a
grant to support the Government of Guyana to develop a
framework, which will guide the development implementa-
tion of measures to adapt to the impact of climate change on
the agriculture sector in that country. This 16-month tech-
nical assistance project, will allow the government to identi-
fy areas that are most vulnerable to climate change and
adopt new climate-smart agricultural practices.

The Caribbean Society for Agricultural Meteorology (CariSAM) is an online platform that hosts forums, pro-

vided online weather and climate information for agro-meteorologists, and much more. Agricultural inter-
ests can register and access relevant information and be a part of future capacity building exercises, and
more. Visit us at: www.carisam.cimh.edu.bb
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REGIONAL OUTLOOKS

There are no concerns for drought across the re-
gion, except for Haiti (until the end of October in the case
of short-term drought) and central Bahamas (until the
end of November in the case of long-term drought). Visit
htitps://rce.cimh.edu.bb/long-range-forecasts,
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As the region is in its wet/hurricane season, flooding poten-
tial is always high (apart from in Guyana that would be in its
dry season). Moreover, flooding potential would be greater
in most of the Caribbean with above normal rainfall likely.
However, it is likely that Trinidad and Tobago, could
receive normal to below normal rainfall and with few-
er wet days, may result in occasional dry spells that can limit
available water such that irrigation may be necessary during
those periods.

Not much could be said about rainfall across the Guianas at
this time.
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With what seems to be the “new normal”, day and
night-time temperatures could be warmer than usu-
al during the next three months.

90°W 85 W 80°W 75°W 70°W 65°W 60° W 55°W.

Maximum
Temperature
(right) and ..
Minimum
Temperature s~
(below)

°0° W 85 W 80°W 75

r~N.B. The darker

BT
Minimum Temperature Outlook the color the great—
& for the Caribbean lsn .
August - September - October - 2017 er chance Of mn-
ART

CARIBBEAN CLIMATE OUTLOOK FORUM

creasing tempera-

Adrian Trotman

CONTACT | Agro-meteorologist/ Chief of Applied | Technical Officer, CIMH

US: Meteorology and Climatology, CIMH

Shontelle Stoute

These warmer temperatures could possibly elevate heat
stress in livestock and poultry, crops and even farmers them-
selves during August to October. Note that August and Sep-
tember are already the hottest months of the year across the
region.

There is a high possibility of territories experiencing at least
14 heatwave days between August and November, except
Belize, Cayman Islands, and pats of Cuba.

CLIMATE-SMART ADVISORIES

As flash flood potential may be a concern in some territories,
farmers are advised to:

e Maintain drains around crop beds and/or plant crops on
raised beds

e House animals on high ground and/or on raised pens

The increasing incidences of pests and diseases could be a
concern as moisture levels rise. Follow the guidelines from
your local agricultural representatives to effectively control
pests and diseases.

With the favourable chance of increased day and night-time
temperatures, heat stress is a likely factor to consider from
heat waves. Guard against heat stress for livestock, crops
and yourselves by:

e Ensuring livestock are kept cool by providing cool and
clean drinking water; establishing/locating shading for
livestock such as: cows, sheep, goat

e Ensuring cooling systems such as fans are in place and
good ventilation available for poultry houses

e Keeping irrigation equipment ready to apply water as
necessary to cropping systems

¢ Keeping hydrated, taking frequent breaks, and resting in
the shade.

As the hurricane season progresses continue to be mindful of
the necessary procedures you need to take to avoid/
minimize damage or loss.

Disclaimer

The information contained herein is provided with the un-
derstanding that the CARDI, and the CIMH make no warran-
ties, either expressed or implied concerning the accuracy,
completeness, reliability or suitability of said information.
This bulletin provides a broad overview of climate conditions
up to 6 months in advance. It is recommended that stake-
holders should use this information in combination with
nearer term weather forecasts to guide operational decision
making. The bulletin may be freely used by the public with
appropriate acknowledgement of its source but shall not be
modified in content and then presented as original material.
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